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The first of the new cadets to ar-
rive was Dr. Gaynor's son, of Eure
ka, California, who meported for du-
ty on Saturday, followed by the Tate
brothers of Bisbee, Arizona, and by
Miller of Lake Valley, N. M. Bur
kett, Seay, Bayless and Morris of
Roswell, Burkbard of Trinidad, Col-
orade, mnd Shaw of Las Vegas, who
reported Monday. Today the train
from the south brought in Hom. T.
A. Hubbell from Albuquergque, who
was in charge of ten boys to enter
the Institute. Besides this strong
delegaton, there were about fifteen
boys from other places throughout
the southwest.

On Saturday night Capt. J. M.
Loring, of Bowdoin college, Maine,
reported for duty, followed on the
next day by Major J. A. Wright, of
the Virginia Military Institute, who
is to be the new commandant, and
is now at work placing cadets in
their rooms and starting them on
their military. duties. Capt. C. W.
McWhorter, last year's instructor in

= jathletics, has been detained by a
“"fwreck on the road, but will arrive

tonight. Capt. Nave, of Wabash col
lege, will report either today or to-
morrow.

All the buildings and the groumds
give a pleasant greeting to the arrk
vals, and everything points to a
profitable vear.

Applications are still coming in‘
and it is the opinion of the superin-
tendent that many of those who are
mte in applying will have to be rd.
fused admission through lack kof
room.
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O IRRIGATION.

The Wonders it has Worked in
the Country West of Us,

THE PRESENT  ISSUE.

An Impressive and Irresistible Pub-

lic Opinion Must Awaken

Among the very big things in
California is the greatest irrigated
farm in the world. It contains 400,
acres, nearly all of which 1is
under actual cultivation.

This princely estate is the prop-
erty of a single firm, or close cor
poration, composed of only two per-
sons or families.

Flowing though the heart of this
vast property is a splendid river—
one of the best in California—which
takes its rise in the highest peaks
of the Sierra Nevada. Without the
use of this stream the estate would
be a desert. With it, the property
is coverted into a paradise.

The land is fertile almost beyond
belief, for it is a delta which the
stream has been building for ages.
Here are wonderful flelds of alfalfa,

yielding five or slx Crops every sea-

Cigars

office.

You cant miss us.

Preseription Druggists.

When vou want a good solid smoke ;zl\v us a ¢

all.

On the corner opposite the post

Bring Us Your Prescriptions.

The Payton Drug Co.

30T North Maiun.

Opera House Improvements.

The south side of the lower
floor of the opera house is being
completed having been leased
for twelve months by the M. E.
church. When completed
church will have most pleasant

the

rooms for their services. The
church in turn has leased two of
the rooms to the school board
for the length of time necessary
before the new building is com-
pleted.

Some weeks ago the Board
tried to rent the lower floor of
the opera house. but it was
found that the amount of mon-
ey it would take to put it into
condition would be much more
than the short time they would
use the rooms would justify. It
was also suggested by some
that the auditorium and third
fioor be rented but on account
fof the difficulty of heating the
,-‘: fer and the danger of fire in
gase the third floor was rented

. made each of thewe propositions
antenable,

" .i

eﬂlhe present arrangement is
isfactory to all.
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""Hon. Frank A. Hubbell of Al
buquerque, is at the Grand Cen-
tral, with hie twosons, James L,
hnd John A. Hubbell, and Chas.
5 . Robert C. Hopkins,
«i Amu;o, Arwin Kra-
mer, La.mnee Selva Herbert
Wasaer, R. H. Garrett, Cortez
S. Quickel. They are all from
& < querque and Mr. Hubbell

urthmat the N. M.M. I.

son and funishing rich pasturage be-
side. Here are vineyards bearing
the famous raisins and wine grapes
of the San Joaquin wvalley. And
here are orchards laden each year
with luscious peaches, nectarines,
and prunes, and other orchards of
almonds and walnuts. Oranges are
not produced in commercial quan-
tities, but are found in the door-yards
with the other rich offerings of the.
sem¥tropical climate. It is liter-
ally 2 land owing with milk and
honey.
And this greatest irrigated farm
in the world is now a private ed
tate? It is, yet only a few years ago
every acre of this opulent soil, to-
gether with the preclous stream
which waters it, belonged to the peo-
ple of the United States. The sofl,
the water, the mountains, the for-
ests and the melting snows which
lie in their embrace—all these form-
ed a part of the heritage of your
children and mine.
Carved Out of the Public Domain.
How, then, did all this land and
water pass into private ownership?
The thing was done by means of the
preposterous land laws of the Unit-
ed States. It is strange that these
were ever placed on the statute
book—stranger yet that thus far
they defy all efforts to effect their
repeal. No one ever dared to go
before congress and respectfully
request the passage of u bill entitled
“An Act to Enable Rich Men and
corporations to acquire lordly es-
tates from the Public Domain’ Of
course, no one would think of pro-
ceeding in precisely that way.
What is actually done Is to ask
congress to assist them in “making
homes for the homeless and in fur
nishing land to the landless.” And
the_ method proposed is the notor
ious Desert Land law. This was a
fraud and a humbug from its incep:
tion. It Is a sort of anaesthetic ad-
ministered to the people to put them
sleep while some of the millions of
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acres are painlessly amputated tmn
the public domain.

This stupid and wicked lmw orig-
inally, invited every man and woman
in the United -States, over twenty-
one years of uge, to take up 640
acres as a homestead. They werr
required to pay $1.26 per acre and
to swear that they hdfl provided u
means for irrigating a certain por
tion of the land. The lkw was
loosely administered und frequently
evaded in its most essential details.
A few years ago the amount of land
which -one individual could acquire
under this statute was reduced to
320 acres.

As a rule, the desert lands lie in
large bodies and are only to be re-
claimed by costly works of irriga-
tion. In the case of the great farm
under discussion, the works are
said to have cost $4,000,000.

number of poor settlers who could
be bought together under ordinary
circumstances, avall themselves of
the privilege of getting homes by
using this law in good faith? They
could not do so. They did not do
s0. The law was designed as an in-
strument to rob the people of their
lands. And, with rare exceptions,
1t has been used strictly in accord
with that design.
Room for Forty Thousand.

Ten acres of good irrigated soll in
the semiftropical valleys of Califor-
nia will support an average family
in comfort. Four hundred thousand
acres would., then, support 40,000
families or 160,000 persons if the
families consisted of four each. This
is the number of landed proprietors
who might now be in possession of
the greatest irrigated farm in the
world if the national irrigation law
had been passed twenty-five years
ago, and if the land had been reserv:
2d for the people under a genuine
homestead kaw.

The great issue of the hour is
this: Shall we have on the remuin-
der of the public domain the land
monopolist or the multitude of small
proprietors? Shall we have the two
families or the 40,0007 Shall we
give the public domain away, or
shall we put it into the hands of
those who claim it as a birthright—
of those who will build their homes
upon it and use it for the support of
their children.

These burning questions can be
evaded no longer. When congress
meets again they must be answered
once and for all. While we are
talking about it the lands are being
ubsorbed by those who know their
value only too well and who propose
to sell them at enormous profit to
the real homemakers, or to hold
them as great private estates.

In his last message the president
urges the repeal of the Desert Land
Law, of the commutation clause of
the Homestead Law, and of the Tim-
ber and Stone Act. But this great
measure of reform did not get out
of the committee room of the house
of representatives. And it will nev-
er pass except at the behest of an
imperious and irresistible public
opinion. Every patriotic American
should lend his voice and influence
to the making of such a public opin-
fon before congress meets again.

WILLIAM E. SMYTHE.
FE E= s et
A Special Bargain

A special bargain for ten days
quick sale, six houses and lots $91
per month rent. Price $4,600. No-
thing like {t.—Grabam and Brown.

-
Cheap Real Estate.

320 acres of the best bottom Mnd
in the Pecos Valley, a good artesian
well, will irrigate whole tract in or-
chard or onéhalf in alfalfa, fenced,
one-half miles from mallroad. Bt.

~ RICHEY AND DeFREEST.

To the Strangers of Roswell.
We extend a cordial invitation to
visit our stores, use our desk, drink
our ice water and make themselves
at home. We are at 404, 406 and 410
North Main street, opposite the court
house park.
" Come in, we want to meet you.
Very Truly,
COULTER AND CO.
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Come in and see °" wdvacesiglen o

are the Hatters and Men’s Furnishers of Roswell.

arrived. Stiff hate and soft s
Drop in and take a look at them. Yor can tell by Iookintw
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We Are Opening
T0-DAY

Th(;, very Latest things in Ladies’

Suits and Goats.

Louis the Fourteenth Style is the Proper Thing
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ORSTADRAONNS.~  CORNER 4

WESTERN GROGERY GO.

Here are the BEST and FRESHEST Groceries
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¥ chool Books
and tationery

Althongh a side line with us we have large enough
stock to equip a first class Book and Stationery store,
and being a side line we make close enough prices to in-
terest all bargain hunters. We have 12,000 tablets and
every one a bargain, Try us.

Peoos Valley Drug G0,
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ONE TRIAL WILL NAKE YOU A CUSIONER

l. A. Wallace & Son.
HODERN GROGERS.
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